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[bookmark: _GoBack]All of Ireland now looks to topple Dublin’s dominance in football. Like football, securing sports funding is another competition - it’s every county for itself. Over a weekend period last May, word began to spread about a Sports Capital Equipment-Only announcement, which came as no surprise on a week heading into European and local elections. 
Many rural clubs and community groups were the first to hear of their success. Ireland is often a country of urban-rural divide; rural areas often feel like they are overlooked with perceived preference often given to Dublin. However, when it comes to the Sports Capital programme, this is not the case.
Allocation of 2018 funding has been divided, for the first time, into two tranches. Applications for only equipment-only were assessed and allocated first, with an announcement made last May. Those applications for capital (infrastructure), or a combination of capital with equipment, will be allocated in September according to recent public statements. In the recent May announcement, only the top 75% (by score received under the (DTTAS) Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport guidelines) of applications received funding, whereas in 2017 round every valid application received some funding. In addition, the trend of allocating more funding, on a per capita basis, to areas outside Dublin was more pronounced as illustrated in the table below. “Sports Capital Equipment-Only Allocations,” Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport; “Census 2016,” Central Statistics Office, 2into3 Analysis.

In recent years, the Sports Capital Programme made headlines over political intervention and prioritisation of more favoured sports in ministerial backyards, particularly in Dublin. However, an examination of the previous local rounds of the Sports Capital programme shows that Dublin consistently lags behind the rest of the country, despite a plethora of cabinet ministers (and a Taoiseach) in the greater Dublin area. With the 2018 equipment round the gap, on a per capita basis, between Dublin and the rest of Ireland has widened significantly. 

“Sports Capital Local Allocations 2018-2014,” Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport; “Census 2016, Census 2011,” Central Statistics Office, 2into3 Analysis.
Dublin clubs, in total, sought over €19.6 million from the local fund of the 2018 Sports Capital Programme. Outstanding 2018 applications are expected to be announced in September, with a new round expected to open in November. It will be interesting to see if some rebalancing of the allocations will occur and if Dublin can bag a few goals of their own.
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Darren McMahon is a Consultant at 2into3, specialising in Sports Capital Consulting and Masterclasses. For more information, please contact Darren at Darren.McMahon@2into3 or +353-1-234-3127.
Sports Capital Equipment-Only Local Allocations 2018 Per Capita


Carlow	Cavan	Clare	Cork	Donegal	Dublin	Galway	Kerry	Kildare	Kilkenny	Laois	Leitrim	Limerick	Longford	Louth	Mayo	Meath	Monaghan	Offaly	Roscommon	Sligo	Tipperary	Waterford	Westmeath	Wexford	Wicklow	2.4613398440244501	3.0384241755933625	2.2612841596741209	1.9681598473293691	3.3318885371124178	0.52431979895484426	3.3474567732835254	3.3375804802751392	1.6158001653902851	2.8751713157046113	1.7836523135412117	0.86855573586318813	1.9180909086244671	3.3019107968585617	1.6687486421898761	2.6162198196265334	0.2697698980742807	1.336444791972111	1.0633906696938213	3.3354610808130887	3.3319905394064242	1.4833503600684412	3.3475416609282469	3.3269685704629941	2.0644060325135918	2.9339020537124805	


Dublin, Leinster, Ireland Per Capita Trends 2018-2014: Local Allocations

Dublin	2018	2017	2015	2014	0.52431979895484426	10.42	4.78	6.3	Leinster (excl Dublin)	2018	2017	2015	2014	1.8988216409073815	12.89	8.8699999999999992	8.42	Ireland (excl Leinster)	2018	2017	2015	2014	2.4095762537496075	12.89	8.06	7.56	
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